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breakdown and was invalided from Berlin for ever; a grave
loss to the Crown Princess for, besides being a dear friend,
it has been said that his character was some check upon
her.

Discussion was hot both at Osborne and at the New
Palace as to whether King William was going to forbid Vicky
and Fritz to visit England this year. A certain pleasurable
martyrdom would have been felt on both sides of the water
had he done so. But King William did not impose the
Royal veto. They arrived at Balmoral early in September
with Prince William, and later returned in the Royal train
with Her Majesty to Windsor. Husband and wife were alike
happy to have left Prussia behind.

Fritz, for better or worse, is becoming very anglicized.
The time has come when, like Vicky, he thinks it
natural to talk of England as home. It might be thought
that' Old Prussia,' at least, did not miss the Crown Prince
and Princess ; but it did do so. ' Old Prussia ' found it
incomprehensible and rather disgusting that the Crown
Prince and Princess should absent themselves from home
from September to December. The Crown Princess and
her mother were responsible for keeping Frederick William
away from his countrymen for so long ! Count Bismarck,
busy in bringing to fruition the first part of his deep-laid
plans for the glory of Prussia, was quite content for the
Crown Prince and Princess to keep their distance.

VIII

. It was bright and frosty on the morning of January 2ist,
1864, when clouds of pale-blue Austrian cavalry, backed by
the clustering pennons of the sombre Uhlan masses, swept
across the frontier of the State of Holstein. Before them the
outposts of the King of Denmark scattered, behind them the
landscape crawled, a black sea of German Pickelhaubes and
Austrian shakos. Prussia, Austria, and the States of the
German Confederation were marching to succour the ' tor-
tured* States of Schleswig-Holstein. General Wrangel